
Home: 813.728.5713 & Mobile “As for me and my mouse, we will serve the Lord.” Page 1 

 

 

REV. D. THOMAS PORTER, PH.D. 

3422 Fallview Court  Land O' Lakes, FL 34639 
DrTom@PorterHouse.info

813.728.5713Cell 

Wednesday, October 27, 2026 

See more at https://DiggingDeeper.Life 
  

LESSON NOTES  THE SHEMA: IMPLICATIONS AND CHALLENGES  

Issues, Conundra & Scripture—Matthew 22:34-46 (Sunday’s Sermon Scripture) 

SOME CULTURAL CHALLENGES TO THE SHEMA 

 

Challenges Then:  Better to… 

1. Avoid pork or mixing donkey & ox on the same yoke? 

2. Give to the temple or care for our elders? 

3. Financially support an evil government or comply? 

Challenges Today: Better to… 

1. Be honest or kind? 

2. Forgive or be firm? 

3. Be generous to the church or to people? 

4. Be appropriately dressed or modestly dressed? 

5. Respect everyone or respect only those who deserve respect? 

JUST WHAT ARE THE PRIORITIES OF THE SHEMA? 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

What makes following the Shema difficult? 
 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

  

A Question to challenge your Thinking: 
 

Which priority does the Shema 

emphasize? 
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Why is/was it important to know what is the most 

important commandment of the Lord God? 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Why were the Pharisees testing one of their own on this 

issue? 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Why did the Christ’s reference to King David, the Psalmist, 

silence the critics here?  

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

MATTHEW 22:34-46 NIV 
 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, 

the Pharisees got together. 
35

One of them, an 

expert in the law, tested him with this 

question: 
36

"Teacher, which is the greatest 

commandment in the Law?"  

37
Jesus replied: " `Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.' [Deuteronomy 6:5] 
38

This 

is the first and greatest commandment. 
39

And 

the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as 

yourself.' [Leviticus 19:18] 
40

All the Law and 

the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments."  

41
While the Pharisees were gathered together, 

Jesus asked them, 
42

"What do you think about 

the Christ? Whose son is he?"  

"The son of David," they replied.  

43
He said to them, "How is it then that David, 

speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord?’ For 

he says, 
44

"The Lord said to my Lord:  

    ‘Sit at my right hand until I put your 

enemies under your feet.’ " [Psalm 110:1] 

 
45

If then David calls him “Lord,” how can he 

be his son?" 
46

No one could say a word in 

reply, and from that day on no one dared to 

ask him any more questions. 

A Question to expand your understanding: 
 

Regarding this incident, Why does luke include 

the good Samaritan narrative but Matthew does 

Not? 


