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GOATS AND RAMS?  OH MY!  DANIEL 8 

Daniel 8:1-14— Nightmares Indeed?  In 

what was the 3rd year of Belshazzar’s rule, 

I had a dream where I saw myself on Su-

sa’s citadel, near the Ulai canal. There it 

was—a ram with two horns, long horns, 

and one shorter than the other. He 

charged in all directions except East.  He 

was powerful and did as he pleased. 

Then a goat with a big horn between his 

eyes came from the west. Confronting the 

two-horned ram, he attacked, shattering 

both his horns. The goat won, handily. 

Yet, at the height of his power, his single 

horn broke off and four replaced it. 

From those four horns grew a small but 

powerful horn, pointing powerfully to the 

south and east toward the Beautiful Land. 

It grew to heaven, setting itself up as the 

great Prince. It took away the daily sacri-

fice, and the sanctuary was laid low. Re-

bellion, however, the host of the armies 

and daily sacrifices were given up to it. 

While it prospered in everything, truth 

was thrown to the ground. 

Then… a holy one spoke, and another ho-

ly one said to the first—“How long will 

this last? Dreams of daily sacrifices, rebel-

lious desolation, sanctuary surrender, and 

a host that [who?] is trampled?” Turning 

to me, he said—“It’ll take 2300 evenings 

& mornings; then the sanctuary will be 

reconsecrated.” 

Q Toward what power centers is the 

goat focused? The ram?  [Yes, you can 

“cheat” and read ahead.] 

Q What is your sense of the “Beautiful Land?” What makes it “beautiful?” 

Q What is the spiritual value of comparing and contrasting powerful entities within our existence? 

DANIEL 8:1-14 
In the third year of King Belshazzar's reign, I, Daniel, had a 

vision, after the one that had already appeared to me. 
2
In my 

vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of 

Elam; in the vision I was beside the Ulai Canal. 
3
I looked up, 

and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing be-

side the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was 

longer than the other but grew up later. 
4
I watched the ram as 

he charged toward the west and the north and the south. No 

animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from 

his power. He did as he pleased and became great.  
5
As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a promi-

nent horn between his eyes came from the west, crossing the 

whole earth without touching the ground. 
6
He came toward 

the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and 

charged at him in great rage. 
7
I saw him attack the ram furi-

ously, striking the ram and shattering his two horns. The ram 

was powerless to stand against him; the goat knocked him to 

the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue the 

ram from his power. 
8
The goat became very great, but at the 

height of his power his large horn was broken off, and in its 

place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of 

heaven.  
9
Out of one of them came another horn, which started small 

but grew in power to the south and to the east and toward the 

Beautiful Land. 
10

It grew until it reached the host of the heav-

ens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and 

trampled on them. 
11

It set itself up to be as great as the Prince 

of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the 

place of his sanctuary was brought low. 
12

Because of rebel-

lion, the host of the saints [or armies] and the daily sacrifice 

were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and 

truth was thrown to the ground.  
13

Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said 

to him, "How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled— 

the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that 

causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of 

the host that will be trampled underfoot?"  
14

He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; 

then the sanctuary will be re-consecrated." 
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Daniel 8:15-27. Nightmare Squared!  Freaked, 

and trying to understand the vision, some-

one who looked like a man called out, “Gabriel 

tell this guy the meaning of all this.” He 

came near; yes, I was terrified, on my stom-

ach, kissing the ground. “Son of man, under-

stand that this vision concerns the end.” 

[That didn’t help much. End of what? Time 

here, there, everywhere?] 

While on the ground in a deep sleep, Gabriel 

touched me; yes, I jumped up. “I am going to 

tell you what happens in the time of wrath,” 

he said. “The end will be when the end will 

be.” [Again, I’m not impressed.] “That two 

horned ram,” he continued, represents Me-

dia & Persia. The goat? Greece. The four 

horns represent the broken off single horn 

that emerge, although not as powerful.” 

Gabriel continued, “In the latter part of their 

reign, a master of intrigue will arise, strong, 

but not by his own power. Astounding dev-

astation will be his calling card, destroying 

mighty men and the holy people. He will 

think he is superior using deceit to prosper. 

And, he will take a stand against the prince 

of princes. But, he will be destroyed—but not 

by human power.” 

“Now this vision is true; keep it sealed, how-

ever, for it concerns the distant future.”  

After this, I, Daniel was totaled, laying ill for 

several days until I was able to get up and 

get back to the king’s business. I was ap-

palled by that dream—it was beyond com-

prehension! 

Q Why was it pragmatically useful for Dan-

iel to know this prediction of the time 

and times to come? 

Q Why was it spiritually useful for Daniel to know this prediction of the time and times to come? 

Q Why was this vision “beyond his understanding?” 

 

DANIEL 8:15-27 
While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to 

understand it, there before me stood one who looked like 

a man. 
16

And I heard a man's voice from the Ulai call-

ing, "Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision."  
17

As he came near the place where I was standing, I was 

terrified and fell prostrate. "Son of man," he said to me, 

"understand that the vision concerns the time of the 

end."  
18

While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, 

with my face to the ground. Then he touched me and 

raised me to my feet.  
19

He said: "I am going to tell you what will happen later 

in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns the ap-

pointed time of the end [or because the end will be at  

the appointed time]. 
20

The two-horned ram that you saw 

represents the kings of Media and Persia. 
21

The shaggy 

goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between 

his eyes is the first king. 
22

The four horns that replaced 

the one that was broken off represent four kingdoms that 

will emerge from his nation but will not have the same 

power.  
23

"In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have be-

come completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of 

intrigue, will arise. 
24

He will become very strong, but 

not by his own power. He will cause astounding devasta-

tion and will succeed in whatever he does. He will de-

stroy the mighty men and the holy people. 
25

He will 

cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself su-

perior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and 

take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will 

be destroyed, but not by human power.  
26

"The vision of the evenings and mornings that has 

been given you is true, but seal up the vision, for it con-

cerns the distant future."  
27

I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. 

Then I got up and went about the king's business. I was 

appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding. 


